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• Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or 

future generations. 

 

• Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. 

 

• The types of actions that might be taken in the Conservation of a heritage place are defined as : 

- Preservation: Maintaining a place in its existing state and preventing further deterioration. 

- Restoration: Returning a place to a known earlier state earlier state by removing accretions or by 

reassembling existing elements without the introduction of new material. 

- Reconstruction: Returning a place to a known if there is sufficient evidence. and is distinguished 

from restoration by the introduction of new material. 
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We would like to dedicate this study to the 

great scholar of Aleppo Jean-Claude David who 

is the author of Suwayqat ‘Ali with his 

collaborators, published in 1998. 
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• INTRODUCTION 

In the mid-1970s, French scholar Jean-Claude David arrived in Aleppo, driven 

by his scientific passion to explore the secrets of its old city. Jean-Claude David 

settled in Aleppo for a long time, during which he presented a collection of the most 

important documentary books on the city's history, urban planning and distinctive 

historical features, he also published numerous articles and reports based on his long 

experience in knowing its details, including the transformations that took place in the 

city’s historical fabric, at the beginning of the 20th century, and the factors that 

influenced it as a result of the migration of the indigenous population and the entry 

of vehicles and technologies of modern civilization. His book “Suwayqat Ali in 

Aleppo” which we are studying in our research, is one of his most important works, 

which delved deeper into the history of the emergence and development of this 

neighborhood. 

When Jean-Claude David started his study of the Suwayqat Ali neighborhood, 

the most notable thing was the fact that there were distinctive historical palaces -

known among the local population as " al-Suwayqa"- on its main axis in relatively 

good condition, date back to the Zengid, Mamlūk and Ottoman eras, which prompted 

him to delve deeper into the research about the transformations that have taken place 

in these palaces, especially that the historians had shown that this area was inhabited 

since the Hellenistic age, or even before that date too. 

The Suwayqat Ali neighborhood suffered a major loss in the middle of the last 

century after the implementation of the Master plan prepared by the French Urban 

Planning  "André Gutton" in 1952, which proposed the construction of wide roads 

within the old city for the passage of vehicles without thinking of the specificity of 

architectural fabric of Islamic cities, which led to the destruction of part of the most 

important buildings within “Suwayqat Ali” such as  the historical Hammam (bath) of 

Al-Wasani, which dates back to the era of the Prophet Abraham, in addition to many 

buildings that have been partially or completely destroyed on both sides of the new 

streets: Khan Al-Wazir Street, which connects the Great Umayyad Mosque and the 

surrounding area of Aleppo Citadel and Al-Mutanabbi Street -known as The Prison 

Street- which both penetrated the Suwayqat Ali neighborhood resulting in tearing of 

the Suwayqat Ali neighborhood to three sections. 

This research is an attempt to rewrite the content of the book "Suwayqat Ali in 

Aleppo" under the circumstances experienced by the region after the end of the 

violent war that lasted since (2012 -2016) and which led to huge losses in its 

architectural fabric and buildings especially since the new streets that which tore apart 

the old city in the last century, once again caused the loss of much of the remaining 

architectural fabric, as these streets were battle fronts where the fiercest war attacks 

clashed on the ground, buildings’ elevations were riddled with bullet and mortar fire, 

and several tunnels underneath them were blown up at successive intervals. 

 

 

At the end of June 2019, I began working on this research at the request of Dr. 

Abdalrazzaq Moaz, who commissioned me to work on it and to conduct the 

necessary studies to document the effects of the war on the structure of the "Suwayqat 

Ali" arena which studying architecturally and archaeologically the details of the 

current status of the distinctive buildings mentioned by Jean-Claude David in his 

book. Therefore, I have made frequent field trips to the studied area, collecting 

updates, taking pictures, comparing them with the old documents I have from various 

sources, whether from historians' books, or from some engineers who were once 

interested in some of the buildings in the studied part of Suwayqat Ali, or from the 

official directorates involved in the region, and I took approvals to facilitate my entry 

into the places that were closed after the war. 

My journey was very difficult in order to obtain the required information, and 

what surprised me was the scarcity of information or documents that the relevant 

government authorities have, including the directorates of: Antiquities & Museums, 

endowments, the Directorate of Old Aleppo that worked with the German Agency 

for The Cooperation of the telecommunications (GTZ) on several rehabilitation 

projects of the Old City which required a number of official approvals and long-term 

communications.  

The surprise was the lack of studies and archeological excavations, as their 

archives were limited to a few very old plans and were depicted with very poor 

technology.  The archive of archeological excavation plans presented to them by 

researchers who documented the Old city of Aleppo in the 1970s and 1980s, such as 

Jean-Claude David, Heinz Gaube, Jihan Tate, and other distinguished researchers, 

they say; either lost because of the war or burned, damaged as a result of water that 

flooded the warehouses, or stolen by their former employees for personal interests.  

The research is therefore the fruit of my modest effort relying mainly on the 

information and engineering plans found in the book "Suwayqat Ali in Aleppo" and 

the archives I collected on this subject. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all those who have contributed to the 

enrichment of this study, whether it is the engineering plans, the previous studies of 

the rehabilitation of some buildings in the pre-war period, or the plans that 

documented the status of some of the buildings in this historically rich neighborhood, 

and specially the Arch.Eng. Leen Douedari who contributed to translating the 

historical description of some parts of this research into English.  

 

Architect Engineer: Souraya Zureick  



` 

 
8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



` 

 
9 

 

1- THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUWAYQAT ALI 

NEIGHBORHOOD AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE OLD CITY OF 

ALEPPO 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 - On the Ayyubids era, The gate of Jews was rebuilt and renamed by al-Zahir Ghazi in (1212 A.D.) 

as the gate of Victory (Bab al-Naser)  

2  - The axis of Sweqat Ali extends from its beginning from the  gate of Victory to its end in Suq al-

Balat (Suq al-Saboon) with a length about (600 meters), It seems that he has always had a wide 

important activities, residential, real estate, and commercial. 
3- The main axis of the city was the straight axis between the entrance to Suq al-Zarb near the Citadel 

to the gate of Antioch.   
4 - Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb, Ilam Al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Vol. 1, Page 71, he 

said from the historian of Aleppo, "Ibn al-Adim",  the city of Aleppo was inhabited when the Prophet 

1-1- Location, Birth and evolution of Suwayqat Ali neighborhood planning 

 

Suwayqat Ali is located in the northern part of the old city of Aleppo inside the walls 

(intra-muros), in the north-west of its Citadel, it is located on the main market 

network ( Suq al-Mdine), connecting Suq al-Saboon (Suq al-Balat) to Victory gate 

(Bab Al-Nasr) which known also as gate of Jews1, one of the most important gates in 

northern Aleppo. 

Although the Suwayqat-Ali axis2 was a major axis in the city, it was not the most 

important for the city as a whole3 , but it played an important role in the formation of 

the old city. It was considered a symbol of power and wealth, especially in the 

Mamluk and Ottoman eras, and it was built around it, palaces of princes, governors, 

dignitaries, great merchants, as were the commercial Khans, religious Madrasas and 

large families or religious endowments, in addition water supply network which was 

extended in all of its streets, richness of monuments, the space of buildings, and the 

variety of its services available. 

History of human settlement in this neighborhood  is very old4, and the first 

mention of it, as noted by historians, dates back to the Hellenistic era, when 

“Alexander the Great” took over the city of Aleppo in the year (333 B.C.), he called 

it “Beroea”, after Beroea in Macedon.  

In the aftermath of Alexander's death, his empire was divided into several 

successor states, the Levant and Mesopotamia became under the control of Seleucus 

I Nicator and the Seleucid Empire.  Seleucus I Nicator continued to build the city of 

Hellenistic in the same location of Beroea , between years (286 -301 B.C.),5. the city 

was planned in the same way as the other Greek cities according to the Greek  

Architect and urban planner “Hippodamus of Miletus”6. 

 

 

 

Ibrahim (peace be upon him) lived there, and it was mentioned elsewhere that the historic Hammam 

Al-Wasani which located in the neighborhood of Sweqat Ali (which was demolished in the 1950s), 

was contained a black basalt basin was used by the Prophet Abraham for washing. Perhaps this 

demolished Hammam was one of the oldest monuments of this neighborhood. 

 
5 - The city of Beroea of Macedonia is the city mother’s of Philippe II Macedonian, the father of 

Alexander the Great. 

6 - “Hippodamus of Miletus” was an ancient Greek architect, urban planner, physician, 

mathematician, meteorologist and philosopher, who is considered to be "the father of European urban 

planning" the namesake of the "Hippodamian Plan" (grid plan) of city layout. 

 

Location of “Sweqat Ali” in the heart of the old City of Aleppo 

Modified by: souraya Zureick after the Last Cadastral (2000 A.D) 
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It is worth mentioning that in the12th century B.C. the first intensive human 

settlement was found in the current quarter of Suwayqat Ali, when Seleucus Nicator 

brought the Jews to his city7 , he authorized them to trade and to reconstruct the 

Citadel, he also gave them land north-west of his new city. The Jews set up separate 

neighborhoods on the northern side of the walled city, on the axis that connects the 

north-east of the old markets (Suq al-mdine) to the gate of Victory (Bab al-Nasr)8 , 

where they built residential houses, public baths, and three places of worship “Jewish 

Synagogues”: the first was the Synagogue of Bandara (al-Safra Synagogue)9, the 

second was the Synagogue of  Mithqal (al-Hayyat Mosque, Mosque of Serpents)10, 

and the third was outside the old town. These temples still exist.   

In Late Antiquity, Beroea was the second largest Syrian city after Antioch, the 

capital of Syria and the third largest city in the Roman world. 

The Roman era saw an increase in the population of northern Syria, and life 

accelerated under the rule of the Byzantine in the fifth century B.C., and achieved 

economic prosperity and hence the material well-being of its population, which was 

reflected in its planning and architectural development. 

The demographic composition of the population changed with the introduction of 

the Christian religion, churches were established to meet the followers of the new 

religion. During the 2nd century A.C. Beroea became a Christian bishopric and the 

city continued its commercial boom until the year (540 A.D), when it was invaded 

by the Persian Sassanids  led by King “Khosrow I “. The Persians pillaged and burnt 

the entire city which became under their control  for a brief of time in early 7th 

century. 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 - Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb, Ilam Al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Part 1, Page 77,  

ها واضطرهم إلى ذلك وقرر عليهم الجزية التي أزالها شمعون بعد مائة وسبعين "في الدر المنتخب اليهود أن يقيموا في المدينة التي بنا 

سنة. المنسوب إلى ابن الشحنة: )، نقالً عن أبي الريحان أحمد بن محمد البيروني في كتاب القانون المسعودي، في السنة الحادية 

 والعشرين من حكم سلوقس، ألزم ....."

انطاكية سلوقس وهو أحد الملوك الرومانيين سنة إحدى وعشرين من جلوسه قبل والدة المسيح وفي تحف األنباء، لما استولى على 

ق.م.( جدد بناء مقدار النصف من مدينة حلب الذي كان قد انهدم، وهو الذي بنى القلعة على التل  312-بثالثمائة واثني عشرة سنة، )

يترددوا على هذه البلدة للتجارة ويقيموا فيها، ورتب عليه دفع تكاليف أميرية، المشهور عند العرب أنه إلبراهيم الخليل، وأمر اليهود أن 

فاستوطنوها وكثر عددهم فبلغت مساحة دورهم نصف ساعة طوالً. وكان لهم ضمن هذا البناء ثالث كنائس، أولها لم تزل عامرة إلى 

نية عامرة أيضاً وهي معبد للمسلمين، كانت تدعى كنيس اآلن وهي معبدهم الكائن في محلتهم )كنيس البندرة أو كنيس صفرا(، والثا

مثقال وتسمى اآلن جامع الحيات، وكانت عمارتها بعد ظهور المسيح بمائة سنة، وجدد بناءها خليل بن ناتان كما هو مكتوب في حائطها 

نها درست ولم يبق منها سوى بعض بالقلم العبراني واللفظ عربي ، والثالثة خارج باب النصر، عند جامع المدرسة في بادنجك، ولك

حروف عبرانية منقوشة على بعض حجارة هناك وفقدت منذ ثالثين سنة، وكان أكثر سكانها يهود ولذلك كانت تسمى مدينة األحبار، 

 حتى أن أحد أبوابها اسمه باب اليهود، واستمر على ذلك االسم إلى أن أتت الملوك األيوبية فغيرت اسمه وسمته باب النصر.

 

Aleppo (Beroea) in the Byzantine era 

Source: Jean Sauvaget, Alep 1941  

8 - the same axis of Sweqat Ali 

 
9 - The Central Synagogue of Aleppo also known as the Great Synagogue of Aleppo, Joab's Synagogue 

or Al-Bandara Synagogue has been a Jewish place of worship since the 5th century B.C. in Aleppo. 

When it functioned, it was considered the main synagogue of the Syrian Jewish community. The 

synagogue is noted as being the location where the Aleppo codex was housed for over five hundred 

years. 

 
10 - - Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb, Ilam Al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Vol. 4, Page 

283, 

The Mosque of al-Hayyat has the oldest surviving inscription is from the year (834 A.D). on the year 

(727 A.H./1327 A.D.), because its location inside muslim neighboorhood, the prime judge Kamaml 

ad-Din ibn al-Zamalkani was ruled to turned into a muslim Madrasa , and the King of Nasser ordered 

the construction of a minaret for it, and it became known as "al-Nasiriyyah Madrasa"  
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At the beginning of the seventh century, in the year (637 A.D), Aleppo became 

under Islamic rule, and mosques were built and were called "Omari", after the third 

Islamic Caliph " Omar ibn Al-Khattab", including the Al-Midmari Mosque (al-Omari 

Mosque), which is still on the center of Suq al-Khabiyyeh.  

With the beginning of the Umayyad era, the city's shape evolved and changed 

according to the new needs of the population, which was evident through the 

remaining planning models, especially in the city center within the walls area (intra- 

mural); The architectural fabric was reconstituted, and the “Umayyad Mosque” (the 

Grand Mosque) which belongs to the "Suwayqat Hatem" neighborhood which was 

adjacent to "Suwayqat Ali" neighborhood (although some historians assert that they 

were one quarter). 

Aleppo received a painful blow when Byzantine emperor “Naqfur Fukas”11 

stormed the city of Aleppo in (962A.D), managed to seize it, destroyed its 

fortifications and walls, destroyed its markets and neighborhoods, and then set it on 

fire.   

During the rule of Seljuq and then the Zengids, in the 11th and 12th  centuries, the 

city of Aleppo played a key role in the confrontation between Islam and the Crusaders 

in the Middle Ages. It also started to use its geographical location as a focal point for 

trade exchange between the East and the West, and achieved great economic 

prosperity that affected the movement of construction inside the city.  

The location of Suwayqat Ali neighborhood, northeast of the main markets, and 

its proximity to the centers of power near the citadel, kept it one of the most desirable 

places to live in. The neighborhood contained most valuable places of princes, 

notable families, dignitaries, and rulers such as the house of Seljuqid Minister "Nizam 

ad-din al- Taghera’ae"  near Bab Al-Nasr, a palace of one of the dignitaries at the 

location of AL-Matbakh Al-Ajami12  now. Religious schools13  have also been 

established, most of which remain to date. 

                                                           
11 - Al-Asadi, Kheir Ad-Din & Qala’ji, Abdul Fattah Rawas, Aleppo (History of Aleppo and its Suqs), 

Page 77 

12 - The place of the “al- Matbakh  al-Ajami” is currently confirmed by historians since its 

Hellenistic and then ancient Roman eras. It is a palace that was reconstructed and remodeled several 

times to accommodate the position of its inhabitant. in the Zangid era (1128 A.D.), in which Majd 

al-Din Ibn al-Daya, breastfeeding brother of Nur al-Din, inhabited , then became a "House of 

Justice" during the era of Nur al-Din Mahmoud (1148 A.D), and in the Ayyubid era (1183 A.D), it 

became a palace of the apparent king Ghazi bin Salah al-Din, and in the year (1363 AD) it belonged 

to "Ahmad bin Yaqoub Al-Saheb", the founder of the Madrasa Al-Sahibiyya, and then moved in the 

Mamluk era to the deputy of Aleppo. Qasroh ibn Binial " in the year (1498 A.D), then the last rulers 

of the Mamluks lived in Aleppo" Khayer-bey ", then his ownership was transferred to the famous" 

Banu Al-Ajmi "family at the beginning of the Ottoman era until he became in the eighteenth century 

the property of the wealthy merchant, and the owner of The great Endowment, Haj Musa Al-Amiri. 

In (1170 A.D), Aleppo was hit by an earthquake, which is considered as the fourth 

most powerful in its history; in terms of human casualties and the scale of damage 

that has occurred to the city. the  king "Nour al-Din Zanki" rebuilt what was destroyed 

by the earthquake in the city and in the walls, and the Citadel took its final shape, as 

we see it almost today. 

In (1183A.D), the Ayyubids era began in Aleppo. Despite the wars that Salah Ad-

Din Al-Ayoubi waged against the Crusades, he paid great attention to the city of 

Aleppo. During his time, Aleppo achieved a major architectural renaissance. The 

Ayyubid Sultan Ghazi the son of Sultan Salah Ad-Din Al-Ayoubi built the wall, 

renovated the collapsed towers and rebuilt the "Gate of the Jews", which became 

known in his era as "Bab al-Nasr". He also ordered the renovation of the water canals 

that extend from Hilan.14 

After his death, its Atabek "Shihab Ad-Din Tagrul" continued to work on them, 

he is ordering the construction of the causeway to feed the city with water, thus 

supplying the neighborhood of "Suwayqat Ali" with water, through a canal extending 

from the gate of fourteenth (Bab al-Arbaeen) to the Madrasa of Ibn Asroon (al-

Madrasa al-Asrouniyyah) and the Synagogue of Jews (Synagogue of Bandara or 

Safra Synagogue) where it divided in two parts: the first takes place within the Axis 

of al-Sweqa, and the second takes to  Suq al-Balat (Suq al-Saboon) and beyond.  

Suwayqat Ali has thus achieved a unique abundance of water. The baths 

(Hammams)15 were built to serve the neighborhood. It was not surprising, therefore, 

that this place was the preferred residency place of  princes, dignitaries and notable 

families.  

In (1259 A.D), Mongol forces lead by “Hulagu Khan”16 captured Aleppo by siege 

,the invasion effectively destroyed the Ayyubids dynasty, which was until then a 

powerful dynasty that had ruled large parts of the Levant, Egypt, and the Arabian 

Peninsula. The last Ayyubid king, An-Nasir Yusuf, had been killed by Hulagu this 

same year. “Hulagu” committed a major massacre at the Great Mosque and then 

 
13 -Religious Madrasas which was established in this era in this neighborhood : On (1115 A.D.), it 

was built the first Khanqah in Aleppo “Khanqah al-Balat” (which known after as the Takkiah of 

Aslan Dadah), on (1150 A.D) it was established the Madrasa al-Narinjiyyah, and al-Madrasa al-

Asruniyyah, on (1168 A.D) The Madrasa al-Jurdukiyyah was built.   

   
14 - Sabt Ibn al-Ajami, Kunuz ad-dahab fi tarikh Halab, editing from Dr. Shaath, Shawqi &Eng. Fateh 
al-Bakkour,  Part 1, page 582-583, and , Al-Ghazzi, al-Sheikh Kamel Bali, Nahr ald-dahab fi Tarikh 
Halab, First edition , Vol. 1, pages 60-64 
15 - Hammam al-Qadi, is one of the One of the remaining Ayyubid baths in Sweqat Ali, which was 
renewed in the Mamluk era. 
16  -Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb, Ilam Al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Vol. 2, Page 284 -285 
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burned it, in addition, they burnt down a large part of the city, Aleppo once again lost 

a large part of its architectural and urban fabric and distinctive buildings. 

In (1260 A.D), the center of Islamic power shifted to that Mamluk sultan's capital 

of Cairo, absolutely, during that time, Aleppo witnessed a distinguished of urban and 

architectural renaissance, it also witnessed a great growth, both in industry and 

commerce, and in international relations that affected the city's growth and 

construction, in addition, the Mamluks had encouraged the establishment of 

endowments and had themselves been active as religious endowers. 

During the Mamluk era, the city went through great disasters, as the black plague  

in (1348 A.D), which caused the death of a large number of its inhabitants17,  and was 

also subjected to the Timorese invasion in (November 11, 1400 A.D)18, which lasted 

five days, in which Tumorlike demolished the wall and large parts of the city, looted 

it, killed and burned its inhabitants, Timur’s trademark pyramid of skulls was erected 

as a warning to all (No reliable figures, but at least 20,000 Alepines reportedly were 

massacred). The great burning caused the collapse of part of the Citadel and 

neighborhoods, he also arrested all craftsmen and skilled peoples and took them with 

him.      

In spite of all the disasters in the city, the palaces of the city were rebuilt and 

ornamented, It included a palace for the Mamluk prince " Özdemir bin Mazid al-

Ashrafi", at the place of the current The Khan of Kurt-bey. In addition, the most 

important and most beautiful commercial Khans were located in; Khan Al-Saboon 

and Khan of Khayer-bey, Religious schools (Madrasa) were also built to 

accommodate the growing population, Al-Sahibiyya Madrasa was established, the 

old religious buildings within the community were renovated, and more mosques 

were built, such as the "Al-Mehmandar" Mosque (al=Qadi Mosque) and the religious 

Zawiyas and Takiyyahs, such as  "al- Zawiya Jawshaniyyah", and reconstruct the 

Khanqah al-Balat (Takkiah of Aslan Dadah), in addition, new bathrooms 

(Hammams) were built, and the old ones were renovated. 

 

                                                           
17 - Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb, Ilam Al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Vol.3, Page 57 

 

 

 

 

18 - Encyclopedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Aleppo-1400 

Plan of (1930), Mamluk palaces and great  Ottoman houses 

Source: Jean-Claude David book: “Sweqat Ali d’Alep”  

https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Aleppo-1400
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In (1516 A.D), Aleppo became under the rule of the Ottoman Sultanate, by this 

era, the central role of the religious endowments  in Islamic society specifically, was 

already well established19 and the city of Aleppo enlarged to double in size in less 

than 50 years (from 1544 to 1583 A.D), after the establishments of four massive 

endowments (Waqfs) from its the governors who ruled at that time, until it became 

called "Aleppo the endowments".  

In the 16th  and 17th  centuries, Aleppo was the third largest city in the Ottoman 

Empire, after Constantinople ( Istanbul) and Cairo, and hosted Venetian, British, 

Dutch, and French consulates and trading offices.  The increase of influx of 

emigrants, merchants, and capital  changed the composition and demographical 

populations of the city, for this reason, the northern suburbs and its annexes were 

built outside Bab al-Nasr. Nevertheless, palaces and great houses of notable families 

and dignitaries remained in the same locality from the expansion. 

This two centuries were distinguished by a comprehensive renaissance of the city, 

its economic activity was substantially renewed, assisted by the decline of the 

northern trade routes around the Black Sea, after that, Aleppo lived through a long 

period of stability and Aleppo became a central of both international trade and intra-

empire trade, with enormous benefits to the local economy. 

The commercial revival continued, spurring the rebuilding and expansion of its 

main markets (Suq al-Mdine) and the construction of new khans to capacities the 

augmented numbers of traveling merchants. The commercial activity growing until 

Aleppo became a major market for the whole East, and one of the important transit 

cities of global trade routes between the Arabian Gulf, Astana, and the Eastern 

Mediterranean, in addition, it became a major station of pilgrimage for the Muslims 

of Mesopotamia and Kurdistan,  It even overtook all the cities of the Islamic caliphate 

including Istanbul itself. 

In the 18th  century, the axis of "Suwayqat Ali" which maintained its value as an 

important economic hub, and as one of the most luxurious residential areas in Aleppo, 

was mostly owned by one of the most affluent dignitaries of the merchant, "Haj Musa 

Al-Amiri"20 the son of Haj Hasan Chalabi bin Ahmed Amir bin  

Mohammed Al-Basri, known as Al-Amiri. or Amir Zadah who died in (1764 

A,D) a year after his establishment of his famous Waqf. 

                                                           
19 -  Meriwether, Margaret L., The Kin Who Count: Family and Society in Ottoman Aleppo, 1770-

1840 , first edition, 2010, page 180, She is Said:” In Aleppo, at least fourteen governors or members 

of their families set up endowment in the 16th and 17th centuries. Including the very extensive 

endowments of Khusru Pasha (1583), Muhammad Pasha Dukakin (1555), Bahram Pasha (1583), and 

Ibshir Pasha (1653).” 

 
20 - Al-Ghazzi, al-Sheikh Kamel Bali, Nahr ald-dahab fi Tarikh Halab, First edition , Vol. 2 ,Page 178 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in the early 19th century, Haj Musa Al-Amiri was born in Aleppo, his father, the wealthy merchant 

was came from Basra of Iraq around the (1688 A.D), he settled in Aleppo and continued his 

commercial activities between Aleppo, Iraq and India and achieved a great wealth. through of two 

generations, Haj Moussa Al-Amiri and his father were able to purchase a lot of agriculture lands and 

real estate properties, most of which were in the Sweqat Ali Neighborhood, the very high value at that 

time. on (1767 A.D), Haj Musa al-Amiri established his endowment for his Mosque was named for its  

endower. His included ten houses, sixty seven shops, seven qaysariyyas, four Khans, two storerooms, 

several dying plants and baths, three bakeries, and one adasa, one madar, and one tabuna, all in Aleppo, 

as well as eight orchards, three gardens, and unspecified land outside the city. 

The endowment of Haj Musa al-Amiri inside “Sweqat Ali” neighborhood 

Source: Jean-Claude David 
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Haj Musa lived in adjacent house to his father, Haj Hassan Chalabi, is located in 

the “Al-Qanayeh alley”. He also built his commercial shops (Khans) known by his 

name near his house to do his business. The old palace, which later became known 

as " al-Matbakh al-Ajami" was one of his properties, so he built on a section of it his 

Mosque known as " aL-Kheir Mosque" whose site was chosen because of the large 

number of water canals in the axis of " al-Sweqa"  and for the abundance of water 

needed for ablution . When Haj Musa al-Amiri died, he was buried in the north-

eastern courtyard of the al-Matbakh al-Ajami21 next to his mosque and later, four of 

his children were buried near him . 

In (1822 A.D) , the city of Aleppo suffered a strong earthquake that lasted 40 

days22, causing the death of a part of its inhabitants and the displacement of another 

part of the city. It also caused extensive damage to the old city buildings. In the 

absence of sufficient funds to repair it, most of which were Waqf buildings, a new 

law  was issued by Waqfs Administration23, which provides for the investment of 

stand-by buildings by cutting off parts overlooking the streets, for commercial 

investment, and for securing the revenues needed to spend on them and returning 

them to their original condition .24 

In (1860 A.D), the first municipality in Aleppo was created, it began planning and 

establishing new neighborhoods influenced by the European type that was prevalent 

at the time in Istanbul and all the major cities of the Ottoman Empire. The aim was 

to absorb the growing number of the city's residents and provide them with basic 

services that began to appear, thus forming the new bourgeois neighborhoods in 

northern and western Aleppo.  

In (1882 A.D), the first city's Master urban plan was developed by the German 

urbanist “Georges Young”, which was influenced by the chess planning layout of 

                                                           
21 - The five tombs of the Al-Amiri family (included Haj Musa Al-Amiri and four of his children) were 

located inside the inner courtyard of al-Matbakh al-Ajami. when  the Directorate of Religious 

Endowments  acquired the a- Matbakh al-Ajami Building, then Mr. Omar bin Muhammed Al-Amiri, 

the head of the endowment, was transported the remains of his grandparents to the  al-Abbara cemetery 

in Aleppo in the year (1366 A.H / 1946 A.D). A marble plaque was placed on the eastern façade of 

the courtyard, which chronicles this event and documents the location of the previous shrines. 
22 - Al-Tabbakh, Ragheb,  Ilam al-Nubala fi tarikh Halab al-Shahba, first edition, Vol. 3, Page 400, 

It was reported that the earthquake lasted for forty days, in which many residents were killed, the 

Jewish and al-Aqaba neighborhoods were destroyed, also the Suq of al-Attarin, houses and many 

places inside the city. then, most people were resorted to residing in tents on the gardens or agriculture 

lands, outside the borders of the old city. 

 
23 - The Lease Law (al-Ajara), which is the leasing of endowment property  or a division thereof to a 

tenant within conditions and certain amount agreed upon, may include the tenant carrying out the 

necessary repairs to the leased location and it is not permissible to flip the law of one rental to (al-

Ajaraten) unless it is completely destroyed. As for the law of the (al-Ajaraten), it requires granting 

tenants long-term rights to use the building completely destroyed, after rebuilding it and returning it 

to its original state. Within an amount agreed upon by both parties. 

the ancient Hellenic and Hellenic cities, He therefore suggested that  to remove the 

western wall of the historic city straight of al-Telal Street toward Antioch gate  (Bab-

Antakia). He also suggested merging the urban fabric of the old city with the fabric 

of the northern residential neighborhoods outside the wall by removing the northern 

wall of the Historic City and filling the trench to form a wide street (14 m) extending 

from Bab-al-Faraj westward to Iron gate( Bab-al-Hadid)25 , and construct high-class 

buildings on the edges of the main axes. 

Although this Master plan was not been implemented, it was a guide to the future 

urban process especially at the level of the new axes, which established the idea of 

changing the level of importance of the basic entry points of the old city through the 

gates and the surroundings. 

The idea of penetrating the traditional (organic) urban fabric is also proven for the 

first time, replacing it with chess planning.  

In (1883 A.D), The Empire Building Code was issued and the next year the Historical 

monuments Low. These reforms covered a wide sector of bureaucratic functions in 

the state including education, health and civil registration.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 
24 - For example, the western external façade of the "al-Mehmandar" mosque, which overlooks Suq 

al-Khabiyyeh was divided into a several shops for investment its, also the large northern part of it was 

transform into al-Sayas coffee shop. Likewise, the  Mosque of Haj Musa Al-Amiri, which was suffered 

of high damages by the earthquake, several shops were created from its western façade overlooking 

of Suq al- Sweqa . this idea was repeated in the commercial Khans that were fully or partially rented, 

such as Khans of (Al-Saboon, Kurt bey, Haj Mousa), after the stores were deducted from their fronts, 

to fund restoration and reconstruction to. However, the strangest case that occurred to Khan of Kurt-

bey which was a part of endowment of al-Madrasa al-Khusrawiyya,  and was rented under (al-Ajara) 

low for restoration after the damage suffered, but the tenants' heirs requested the assistance of the 

French High Commissioner, to seize his property and register it in their name permanently.  Al-

Tabbakh, the  historian of Aleppo, devoted an entire chapter on this topic, under the title "The 

Endowment of Khusrawiyya". 

 
25 - Al-Mutanabbi street or al-Sijin street  that penetrated the Sweqat Ali area 

 
26 -GTZ, Development Plan, page 4 
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1-2- Suwayqat Ali neighborhood in the twentieth century 

The old city, including "Suwayqat Ali", maintained its place and commercial value 

until the beginning of the 20th  century, when the old city faced a continuous decline 

in its economy and physical condition. This was a result of the development that 

affected all the aspects of life inside cities. The main city gates lost their commercial 

role as an entrance for commercial convoys towards the city’s markets, which led 

to the migration of the majority of the old city population. This was reflected in 

"Suwayqat Ali", which, over hundreds of years, has maintained its social value and 

classified it as the most desirable places to live in. The most important pressures 

faced by the old city were:    

- The impact of vehicular traffic and corresponding disruption of the physical and 

social fabric of the city 

-  Speculative real estate trends linked with vehicular accessibility which introduce 

new land-use hierarchies and disparities within the urban fabric which were 

promoting the new urban plan proposed by the German urban planning (Georges 

Young), to encourage the inhabitants of the old city to move from it. 

- The emergence of new standards of services and facilities that came with the 

presence of electricity networks, water and sewage systems. These services were 

not available within the fabric of the old city and were difficult to be integrated into 

the city’s historical fabric. 

- Demographic changes, which often involve the migration of rich local bourgeois 

from the historical center to the new residential suburbs, linked to modernity 

affected by the European character, and in return, the migration of the poorer rural 

population, who started to flow to the cities and were primarily choosing to live in 

the old city. 

- The uncontrolled spread of new semi-industrial activities in the historic city center 

In (1920 A.D), after the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire after the First World 

War, Aleppo underwent the French mandate who made it an independent state under 

the name "Aleppo Region" (1920-1925 A.D). And then connected it with the newly 

created Syrian state then, and continued until (1946 A.D), when the independence 

was declared. 

In this period, and with the desire of the mandatory government to undertake 

planning enhancements for the city in order to implement it into the modern era 

according to the European theories of their time, taking in consideration the presence 

of a new public transport (tramway) in Aleppo. Therefore, a French urbanism " René 

Danger", was commissioned to conduct a comprehensive survey of the city in all 

fields (real estate, construction, economic, social), which resulted in the emergence 

of the first Cadastral plan for the city of Aleppo in (1930 A.D). He also made a 

number of recommendations concerning the proposed urban planning, which  

was not (like other European city planners) taking in consideration the specificity 

of the urban fabric of traditional Islamic city. 

In the late 1930s, the French urbanism "Michel Écochard" was tasked with 

developing a new regulatory scheme for the city of Aleppo to preserve the old 

architectural fabric and to identify the basis for building in the specified areas, which 

established the same idea of penetrating proposed fabric of the old city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Journal of the Muslim Worlds and the Mediterranean, 1991, Cartography M. Chibli 
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Following the independence of the Syrian state in (1946 A.D), and in continuation 

of previous planning work, the municipality of Aleppo commissioned "Andre 

Gutton" the French urban planner, to prepare a new Master plan for the city to solve 

the problems resulting from growing and the difficulty of the entry of vehicles into 

the old city, and to find a solution to connect the old and modern parts of the city. 

 Gutton suggested demolishing the western suburbs of the old city and replacing 

it with a modern city center, with two broad streets cutting the historical fabric from 

the north and south of the Citadel. His point of view was to create a direct 

communication route "from the sea to the desert" or "to highlight the beauty of the 

Citadel"27    

In order to implement this Master plan, the expropriation law were issued , which 

provides the right of the state to own any land or property when it finds it necessary 

to seize it in order to achieve the public interest. Thus, the new Master plan was 

implemented and was announced in (1951 A.D) and was ratified and implemented in 

(1954 A.D).  

The partial implementation of the Gutton plan led to the destruction of 

approximately one tenth of the intramural old City. The street, which runs east from 

the Umayyad Mosque towards the Citadel, was opened and exposed so that the city's 

residents could reach its administrative center, which includes the Saraya building, 

the old municipality, and the National Hospital. As a result, Hammam al-Wasani 

Archeological Hammam28, the Northern Wing of Khan Al-Wazir, and part of the 

front elevation of AL-Matbakh Al-Ajami and Al-Madrasa al-Sharafiyyah were all 

demolished.  

The wide road, now known as Al-Mutanabbi street (al-Sijin street), was also 

opened, which caused the demolition of very large sections of the residential fabric, 

as it destroyed the Zawiya Jawshaniyyah (al-Aksrawiyyah), adjacent to the Khan of 

Kurt-bey, and part of the religious legal Court, which was part of the al-Mehmandar 

(Mamlūk judge) house. 

The Old city was divided both in the intramural and extramural into islands 

separated by wide streets and high-rise buildings developed according to a building 

code totally alien to the building practices of the traditional city.  

Then followed by a Master plan of the Japanese expert "Gyoji Banshoya" in 

(1974 A.D), who proposed the introduction of new streets to the old city's fabric, 

extending the northern axis towards the Citadel and then returning from it to al-

Khandak Street, in addition to the construction of several orthogonal streets leading 

to the entrance of the Umayyad Mosque. Its general concepts followed mostly the 

Master plan implemented in Damascus in (1968 A.D) by "Michel Écochard " (which 

                                                           
27 - Bianca, Stefano, Urban Form for Arab world, Past and Present, edition 2000,  

 

included the idea of reviving the old Roman road network by developing it and 

turning it into a road for new vehicles). Fortunately, the project was halted due to lack 

of funding and administrative problems.  

It is worth mentioning that those who carried out the demolition have greatly 

exceeded the area required for the construction of the created roads. More 

archeological buildings were destroyed without justification, and the situation 

deteriorated in the sixties, as the municipality of Aleppo allowed the construction of 

high modern buildings in the demolished areas that overlook the new broad streets, 

causing the loss of the identity of the old city as a whole, and the migration of more 

inhabitants after the loss of privacy of traditional housing which has transformed their 

function into mostly warehouses, industrial workshops, or commercial. 

 

 

28 - The archaeological site Hammam al-Wasani, was the first monumental buildings to been 

demolished in (1946 A.D) as a result of the application of the expropriation law. 

“Sweqat Ali” neighborhood, before and after the order of implement the "Gutton" urban 

plan it was observed demolished more than necessary from urban fabric to apply it. 

Source: Jean-Claude David and modified by Souraya Zureick 
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Al-Zawiya al- Jawshaniyyah  (Al-Aksarawiyyah) adjacent to 

Khan of Kurt-bey 

Source: The archive of  K.A.C. Creswel, (1921 A.D) 

The Khan of Oil (Khan al-Zeit) and al-Zawiya al-Jawshaniyyah (al-Aksrawiyyah), were all dating back to 

the Mamluk era, they demolished after applying the Master Plan of (1954 A.D) 

Al-Zawiya al- Jawshaniyyah  (Al-Aksarawiyyah) 

adjacent to Khan of Kurt-bey 

Source: The archive of  Herzfeld, Ernst ،)1911 A.D) 

The Khan of Oil (Khan al-Zeit) 

 

Source: The archive of  K.A.C. Creswel, (1921 A.D) 
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In 1986,The Ancient City of Aleppo was inscribed on UNESCO’s World 

Heritage List in recognition of its “rare and authentic Arab architectural styles” and 

its testimony to the city's cultural, social, and technological development from the 

Mameluke period. It is one of six Syrian World Heritage sites.29 

The importance of the old city lay in: 

- The fact that the old city was not destroyed, as the damage and demolition 

included only 10% of its area until 1986. 

- Social and cultural originality and integrated social composition 

- Diversity of economic, commercial, residential and religious activities. 

in 1991, the City of Aleppo adopted a summery plan for the rehabilitation of the 

old city. Request were directed to the German Government and the Arab fund for 

Economic and Social development in Kuwait for support and cooperation. 

In 1992, a project for rehabilitation of the Old City of Aleppo was established 

under the administration of the municipality of Aleppo in cooperation with 

international agencies. Local and international institutions and destinations 

supporting the project have emerged. At the local level, Aleppo University, the 

Engineers Syndicate, al-Adyat Archaeological Society, the directorates of antiquities, 

museums, endowments, tourism and culture have emerged. International entities 

include (UNESCO), German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ), the Arab Fund 

for Economic and Social Development, Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC), and the 

Friends of Aleppo Association in Stuttgart, where most of its members are German. 

In 1999,  the Old City Municipality of Aleppo was established as a section of the 

municipality of the city of Aleppo to guide the rehabilitation of the old city with three 

departments covering studies and planning; permits, monitoring, implementation and 

maintenance. The Old City Municipality has prepared a comprehensive plan for the 

development of the old city within the framework of the Sustainable Urban 

Development Program in Syria (UDP), a joint project between the German Technical 

Cooperation Agency (GTZ) and the Syrian Ministry of Local Administration and 

Environment, and several other partner Syrian institutions. The goal of the program 

is to strengthen the capacities of sustainable urban management and development at 

the national and local level, and includes further support for the rehabilitation of the 

old city. In (2009 A.D), they published the book " Development Plan", which is about 

the rehabilitation of the old city of Aleppo, and which continued to be a reference in 

the work for eight continuous years (2001-2009). 

                                                           
29- UNESCO website 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1002#:~:text=The%20Ancient%20City%20of%20Aleppo%20was%

20inscribed%20on%20UNESCO's%20World,six%20Syrian%20World%20Heritage%20sites. 

In 2006, Aleppo was named by the Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (ISESCO) as the capital of Islamic culture. because it meets the 

standards used to choose from Urban Heritage, Cultural, Scientific and Artistic 

heritage, economic role, and because it is a model for Islamic cities in their Islamic 

architectural form through the ages, the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, including 

Hamdanids, Seljuqis, Zengids, Ayyubids, then the Mamlūk Sultanate, and the 

Ottoman Empire, Therefore, its architecture was rich in the various functions that this 

building represents, such as the Citadel, Gates, Suqs, Khans,, Mosques, Churches, 

Baths, Bimarstans and archeological palaces and houses. In more than 2,000 years, 

Aleppo was the most important commercial station on the International Silk Road. 

 

 

Two maps of  the Old City of Aleppo shown the current land use at (2001) and the 

suggestion land use as development plan for it. 

Source: GTZ & Directorate of the Old City of Aleppo 

 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1002#:~:text=The%20Ancient%20City%20of%20Aleppo%20was%20inscribed%20on%20UNESCO's%20World,six%20Syrian%20World%20Heritage%20sites.
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1002#:~:text=The%20Ancient%20City%20of%20Aleppo%20was%20inscribed%20on%20UNESCO's%20World,six%20Syrian%20World%20Heritage%20sites.
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In the last years before the war, as a result of the development of social life, 

economic and tourism, Suwayqat Ali lost its status as a place of residence for 

prestigious peoples, the great endowments houses  have been closed from its owners 

(al-Amiri family, al-Kawakibi family, al-Jabiri family), in addition, the neighborhood 

had a job shift, this was because of the extinction of some of the traditional industries 

that existed in it especially the hand-woven industry and the emergence of new 

industries in place and new functions appears, thus, new goods emerged, the largest 

Khans became storages for wholesale for  plastic houseware, toys shops, accessories, 

and lot of  small residential houses transformed into workshops. 

In the years following the study conducted by Jean-Claude David on the 

Suwayqat Ali area, this community suffered like other areas in the old city of Aleppo 

of: 

1- Granting permits for the re-use of archeological buildings after their 

restoration, without considering the conditions stipulated by international 

conventions, and without the supervision of the competent authorities. Perhaps " AL-

Matbakh al-Ajami " is the best example of the serious errors committed in its walls, 

which date back to the Ayyubid and Mamluk eras, where the archeological stones 

were dug and removed in order to lay down electric and air conditioning extensions 

inside it, which cause a huge archeological loss, the room above the royal hall was 

transformed into a room for electric engines. 

2- Negligence resulting from losing the property rights for endowment (waqfs) 

property, and from complex lease laws30 that have deprived the owner of his original 

rights, and many problems and irregularities arising from: 

a- The division of property into two or more sections, as a result of inheritance, 

misuse of spaces within homes, shops and commercial shops, modification and 

division of property, including the inclusion of floors, the creation of openings inside 

walls, and the closure of others, without recourse to the competent authorities, which 

has distorted the architectural form and threatened the structural stability, because of 

poor implementation and the building materials used, which have resulted in the 

absence of their distinctive historical features. 

b- Visual pollution, resulting from the introduction of modern life requirements, 

such as random extension of electricity, phones and lightings cords, which distorts 

the internal and external facades of Suqs and Khans were threatens the safety of the 
                                                           

ل في أواخر الحرب العالمية الثانية ابتدأت تبرز في سورية أزمة للسكن. وبدت الحاجة ماسة إلى ضرورة تنظيم العالقات اإليجارية، فصدر أو - 30

 .29/12/1943تاريخ  /26نون رقم /تشريع خاص يتناول موضوع اإليجارات بالقا

. وقد تضمن القانون تمديداً بقوة ةمادة احتوت على تنظيم العالقات اإليجاري /19الذي جاء في / /464صدر القانون رقم / 15/2/1949بتاريخ  -

 جر إلى ورثته.القانون للعقود اإليجارية لمصلحة المستأجرين. كما تضمن انتقال العالقة اإليجارية بالخلفية من المستأ

 وقد نظم ألول مرة جواز طلب تقدير بدل اإليجار قضائياً )التخمين(. /63صدر قانون جديد لإليجار بالرقم / 31/12/1950بتاريخ  -

والذي استمر العمل بأحكامه حوالي نصف القرن،  11/2/1952تاريخ  /111وبعدها صدر قانون اإليجار )المعمر( بالمرسوم التشريعي رقم / -

عد تضمن قاعدتي التمديد الحكمي لمدة عقد اإليجار، وتحديد األجور بنسب مئوية من قيمة العقار، إضافة إلى حصر حاالت األخالء. وهذه القواو

two occupants.  In addition, Air-conditioning units also invaded the satellite imagery 

of the windows and internal and external interfaces.  

c- Visual Pollution was result from adding ceilings to previously exposed spaces 

using ceilings of metal, and the consequent rusts on stone walls, such as Suq al-

Khabiyyeh and Khan al-Kittan.  

d- Poor use of archeological properties. For example, The Khan of Haj Musa al-

Sawi used to sell and storage of highly flammable materials (firecrackers and 

fireworks, hair stabilizers, perfumes, plastics), and a sparkle from an electrical wiring 

on the wall of one store led to a huge fire that caused the death of several people, and 

most of the Khan was burnt down at the end of (2005 A.D) .  

e- Replacement of worn wooden kiosks, with reinforced concrete structures, 

which is considered a fatal error in the basics of restoration. 

f- Entry of motorized vehicles into their streets caused the presence of soot and 

dust layers on the rocks, decorations and murals of color, and the distinctive features 

of decorations were absent on their openings. 

g- Effect of natural and climatic factors, such as humidity and groundwater, on 

flooring and walls and the effect of rain on roofs as a result of not treating it with 

moisture-resistant substances. 

In spite of all the negative aspects that existed before the war and the changes that 

took place in the structure of the city, and in spite of the civilizations and the forces 

that ruled it, the urban fabric of the old city remained intact, and the "Suwayqat Ali" 

area maintained its residential, commercial and religious role, and remained the main 

gate of traffic for the delegations and convoys coming through Bab Al-Nasr to the 

main city market, until the first disaster during the implementation of the 

organizational plan in the mid-1950s, which caused huge losses on the architectural 

and archeological levels, and the second disaster caused by the latest war (2012-2016) 

that caused a loss of another part of it, which necessitated documenting the damages 

that took place in "Suwayqat Ali" neighborhood and working on rehabilitating this 

special area. 

 

كذلك ة وشكلت األرضية التي نمت من خاللها سلبيات القانون. الذي منع المالك من االدعاء بالغبن في األجرة )التخمين( بالنسبة للعقارات السكني

 .1970لعام  /187المؤجرة لجهات حكومية، وذلك بموجب التعديل الوارد في المرسوم التشريعي رقم /

الذي أعطى الضمان لمالك العقار المؤجر للجهات الرسمية سواء كانت حكومية أو  2011لعام  /32/بعد أكثر من نصف قرن، صدر القانون رقم  -

% من نسبة العقار للجهة المستأجرة 40سنوات من صدور القانون العالقة اإليجارية مقابل دفع  3أن تنهى بعد نقابية أو حزبية أو منظمات أو جمعيات 

 لكن وبسبب ظروف الحرب، رفضت الجهات الرسمية تطبيق هذا القانون بحجة ضرورة استخدامها بدل المباني التي دمرتها الحرب.
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1-3- Suwayqat Ali neighborhood, since (2012) to present 

The Syrian Civil War, the second deadliest war in the 21st century, began in 

March, 2011, in the city of Daraa in southern Syria, and reached Aleppo inJuly, 

2012. Since then, Aleppo has become Syria's main civil war arena.  

At the start of the war, Aleppo was divided into two parts. Opposition forces took 

control of the eastern part of the city, while the Syrian government continued to 

control the western side of the city. The old city was the center of a battle between 

the fighting factions, and its streets turned into battlefield.  

 

As a result of the violent war that took place, including bombings and targeted 

fires, field wars in its streets, and the fires inside it, its historical fabric was greatly 

affected, and a number of archeological buildings registered on the World Heritage 

List were completely destroyed, in addition to the severe damage that hit some of 

them, which required work to document the damages caused by the war and work to 

repair what is possible to be saved, so that it will not be lost in full. 

 

The main axes surrounding Suwayqat Ali neighborhood, which was the front 

lines of r the clashes, affected its buildings; The main axes are: 

1. The Umayyad Mosque and its extension to Khan al-Wazir; which was a major 

focus of the conflict between the fighting factions that caused damage to the 

buildings around it, the most important of which was the Umayyad Mosque, AL-

Matbakh Al-Ajami, Al-Sahibiyya Madrasa (Al-Fustuq Mosque), Khan Al-Wazir, 

Khan al-Saboon and The Mosque of Haj Musa Al-Amiri (AL-Kheir Mosque). 

 

2. The axis of Sabe’a Bahrat Roundabout to the end of Al-Mutanabbi street (al-Sijin 

street), which witnessed the explosion of a number of tunnels dug at its southern 

end, resulting in the total loss of some buildings;  Khan Al-Tutun (also known as 

Khan Al-Sagheer), and Sayjur Mosque (also known as Sanjar Mosque), a severe 

damage some archeological buildings (The Khan of Kurt-bey, The Khan of Haj 

Musa Al--Aw’waj (Irregular Khan), Al-Amiri's houses, Khan Al-Burtukal) and 

Al-Mehmandar Mosque (Al-Qadi Mosque) on the northern end of the street. 

 

3. The major Suq of al-Sweqa axis perpendicular to the previous two axes, which 

was divided into three parts, following the application of the "organizational" 

scheme in 1952, consisting of: 

- Suq al-Saboon (Suq al-Balat), which was the end of the major Suq of al-

Sweqa axis which starts at Bab Al-Nasr. 

- The major Suq of al-Sweqa, which starts at the Mosque of  Haj Musa al-Amiri 

(aL-Kheir Mosque) and ends at the Khans of Haj Musa al-Amiri. 

- Suq al-Khabiyyeh, which starts at Al-Mehmandar Mosque (Al-Qadi Mosque) 

and ends at Bab Al-Nasr (Victory Gate). 

- In addition to Suq al-Mawazeen which runs north of Khan al-Wazir through 

the Al-Mansouriyyah Madrasa (Khan Al-Mansouriyyah), and down to The 

Khan of Kurt-bey. 

 

  
The situation in August 22, 2012, when both the rebels and Syrian government forces besieged each 

other in the Old City of Aleppo, it is showing also the conflicts in and around Suwayqat Ali neighborhood  

Source:  https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Aleppo_map.svg 

 
The main axes surrounding Suwayqat Ali neighborhood, which was the lines of contact for the 

clashes. 

Editing by Souraya Zureick after The Cadastral (2000 A.D) 
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As a result of the dramatic escalation of armed conflict on both sides since 

2012, the Old City of Aleppo (which was inscribed on UNESCO’s a world 

Heritage List 1986, was severely damaged, as an inevitable result of gunfire, 

constant shelling and explosions that took place within it, it was declared put on 

the list of threatened cities, she issued a report on (July 27,  2012), in which she 

warned of the dangers that afflicted the old city, from the destruction of its 

archaeological buildings, and the illicit trade in Syrian cultural property, in the 

Hague Agreement with Convention issued in 1954, regarding the protection of 

cultural property in the event of armed conflict broke out Prevention in (1970 

A.D) regarding preventing the import, export and transfer of ownership of 

cultural property by illegal means. In (2013A.D), the Old City of Aleppo was 

Inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

 

After that, UNESCO issued a series of reports documenting what is going on 

during five years of conflict in the old city of Aleppo. However, all these reports 

and warnings did not prevent the disaster in the Old City of Aleppo from 

extensive destruction of its archeological cultural property, nor from theft, which 

continued even after the fighting ended. It is worth mentioning that UNESCO, 

based on previous sources, has evaluated what is happening in Old Aleppo as a 

site for world cultural heritage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al-Matbakh al-Ajami 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, September 5, 2019 

A panoramic view from the minaret of the Mosque of Haj Musa al-Amiri (al-Kheir), Shown the historical and architectural fabric on the south part of  Khan al-Wazir street. 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, June 4, 2020 
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A panoramic view from the minaret of the Mosque of Haj Musa al-Amiri (al-Kheir), Shown the historical and architectural fabric on the south part of  Khan al-Wazir street 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, June 4, 2020 
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A panoramic view from the rooftop of the great Iwan  of The Palace of Jan Boulad, Shown the collapse of the north-east wing of it 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, September 5, 2019 
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 Upper Photo: The western part of the Mutanabbi street, Down: The northern part of the Mutanabbi street (al-Sijn street) 

The blast of large tunnel bombs under sab'e Bahrat to al-Mutanabbi street caused the collapse of large part of  Khan of Kurt-bey and Khan al-

Burtukal, and a severe damage of al-Mehmandar Mosque 
 Photos: Souraya Zureick , June 25, 2019 



` 

 
25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The remains of the Mamluk Khan of Kurt-bey 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, July 1, 2019 
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The Palace of Jan Boulad, which is distinguished by its famous Kasrawi Iwan, and considered as one of the most important and largest Iwans in Aleppo, due to its size and its decoration with polychrome 

glazed faience pieces, theft cases were identified (274) glazed faience pieces from the little and Great Iwans were uprooted (according to one of the heirs entrusted). But according to the official report and the 

DGAM employee who was responsible for this case, Only (89) pieces of faience glazed tiles were delivered, with large number of antiquity potteries, they are currently preserved in the warehouse of the 

Directorate of Antiquities and Museums of Aleppo until they are returned upon restoration of the palace. In addition, the archaeological thieves, they dug six larges dip pits (in the courtyard, garden,  and under 

the east wing of the palace) for illegal archaeological excavations  

Photos: Souraya Zureick, September 5, 2020 
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On December 22, 2016, the Syrian government announced its recapture of the 

Old City of Aleppo and completely evacuated opposition forces. However, after the 

clashes in the area has ended, the main points leading to the Old City were mostly 

closed due to the rubble of destroyed buildings, and they had to be removed for entry. 

So the beginning was with the specialized forces to remove mines and their remnants 

from the rubble of the streets, and after that, the municipality of Aleppo started to 

open the main roads using bulldozers and special vehicles31. 

Because of the massive destruction that was present on the outskirts of the streets, 

entering the alleys branched out of it was almost impossible. This is why groups of 

enthusiastic young people, supported by the local community32, were formed to work 

on removing the debris, first from the street, then from inside each building 

separately, under the name "The People of Aleppo's Initiatives". The work continued 

for several weeks, during which they sorted stones belonging to the distinctive 

buildings and placed them in front of them or in their courtyards. 

There is no doubt that these acts were carried out with enthusiasm and high 

interest in archeological properties, but the lack of expertise and guidance, and the 

absence of control over what is going on, led to the loss of a large number of 

distinguished architectural elements in the rubble of buildings, and consequently lost 

archeological landmarks that have distinguished the streets of the old city for 

hundreds of years. It had to be rebuilt again to compensate.  

Also, the chaos resulting from the lack of organization and led to the presence of 

professional antiquities thieves among them, where many of the contents of the 

destroyed historical buildings were dismantled and stolen (polychrome wooden 

panels (al-Ajami), wooden pulpits, ornamented wooden and stones, decorative 

archeological stones, ....) and were sold outside Syria. 

It is worth mentioning that since the end of the war in Old Aleppo, many conferences 

have been held for the protection of heritage, from local and international entities, 

and theoretical lectures have been given calling for its rehabilitation. However, there 

are no real projects to save it from degradation, as no teams of experts have been 

                                                           
31 -  the international charters, is not accepted  to using Bulldozers to remove historic building 
rubbles of heritage inside cities, between buildings and narrow streets,  because bulldozers can 
produce tremendous losses and caused to lost, destruction or crushed the rubbles from the 
heritage site 

formed to assess the actual extent of damage, identify the priorities to be carried out, 

and no funds have been allocated for its rehabilitation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32 - The Official Website of Directorate- General of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) 

http://www.dgam.gov.sy/index.php?d=177&id=715 
 

Using bulldozers to remove rubbles from 

Suq al-Mawazeen and al-Quinayeh alley 

 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, July 30, 2019 

Two pictures shown removing rubbles 

from the Old City of Aleppo. The first 

using bulldozer, the second from local 

community initiative. 

Photos: Facebook pages 

 

 

http://www.dgam.gov.sy/index.php?d=177&id=715
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Some countries and international institutions have been involved in rehabilitation 

projects, such as the Chechnya state.33, which funded the rehabilitation of the 

Umayyad Mosque in Aleppo, where this project is funded by a charitable foundation 

run by the family wealthy of the Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov the powerful ruler 

of the mainly Muslim republic of Chechnya an ally of Russia 

 

Restoration of The Umayyad Mosque in Aleppo: The planned scope of work 

concentrates on restoring what was damaged only. The restoration project was 

assigned to Syrian engineer Dr. Sakher Olabi. The engineer has already commenced 

work on this project since 2017 and expects the mosque to be completed within 2-3 

years, with plans of new decorative stonework and framework made from local and 

imported wood. Funding for the mosque’s restoration has reached more than $ 6 

million, donated from philanthropists in the Chechen Republic. At the moment, the 

remaining stones are numbered and laid all over the mosque’s courtyard, while the 

grand marble sundial, which was used to provide accurate prayer times, has been 

encased in sandbags then enclosed with breeze-block walls during the war, and is 

now left on the side, completely overlooked by engineers.34 

 
 

 

                                                           

33 - DGAM, State Party Report, February 1, 2019 

 

  

34 - Report from Arch Daily at July 2019, “The Great Umayyad Mosque of Aleppo: from Historic 

Islamic Monument to War Battlefield” 

 

Restoration of the Umayyad Mosque, these pictures shown  how they remaining stones are 

numbered and laid all over the mosque’s courtyard 

All Photos by: Souraya Zureick, December 2, 2018 
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The United Nations Development Program (UNDP)35 in Aleppo, Syria, was 

declared in (June  26, 2019), were has officially concluded the activities of reviving 

and supporting the livelihoods of (199) workshop and shop owners in four Suqs in 

the Old City of Aleppo, namely Al-Khabiyyeh, Al-Mahmas, Al-Sham and Al-

Nahaseen.  

The summer of 2019, The UNDP36, started a new rehabilitation project in Suq al-

Khabiyyeh, that aims at replacing the sewer and water supply systems of the Suq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

                                                           
35 - https://www.sy.undp.org/ 
Aleppo, once Syria's vibrant commercial capital, is one of the cities most affected by the crisis in 

Syria. After UNDP has benefitted more than 7000 residents and returnees by removing 2,500 tons 

of debris from the souks’ areas, allowing access to houses and shops. In partnership with the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, Roman Catholic Archbishopric, and the Syrian Orthodox 

Archdiocese and with the generous financial support of the Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (SDC) and the Government of Japan, UNDP assisted workshops and shops owners 

within these markets to help them recover their livelihoods and maintain a sustainable income 

and therefore revive the markets.  Through provision of equipment, shelves, storefronts 

rehabilitation, raw materials, and assets; 65 shops in Al-Khabieh, 27 shops in Al-Mahmas, 17 

shops in Al-Sham, and 45 workshops in Al-Nahaseen are now back to life and providing residents 

with important services and commodities. 

after (UNDP) completed the rehabilitation of the infrastructure (water and sewage 

system). After that, the project of rehabilitating the stone facades in Suq al-Khabiyyeh 

was launched, with the implementation of the new metal roof, instead of the old metal 

roof that was installed at the beginning of the twentieth century. It is worth noting 

that the undertaking of this project was assigned to the Engineer Company “Basel Al-

Zaher”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNDP, in cooperation with the International Trade Centre (ITC), has implemented an additional 

unique initiative in Al-Nahaseen souk where 16 copper-artisans and 10 women who work in 

embroidery received advanced training in design and branding to help them develop their abilities 

and promote their products to international markets. To pass down their traditional craft to the 

young generation, the copper artisans also trained 32 young men.  

36 - https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.cfm?notice_id=49682 
The Aleppo Sewerage Project supports the Government's objectives to provide adequate sewage 

treatment facilities in major urban areas in order to improve health and environmental conditions  

Suq al-Khabiyyeh, Sewage Project  & Rehabilitations of its facades project  and replacement its fiberglass roof (UNDP) 

Photos: Souraya Zureick, from September 14, 2019  to February 10, 2020 

https://www.sy.undp.org/
https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.cfm?notice_id=49682
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Also, the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC), undertook the rehabilitation of the 

slightly damaged markets (Suq al-Saqatiyyeh, Suq al-Harir). The project of 

rehabilitation of the Suq al-Saqatiyyeh was ended in October 22, 2019 

The rehabilitation of Suq Al-Saqatiyyeh ended in August of last year (2019). The 

damage was less than 30%. The project included the rehabilitation of the stone 

facades of the (53) commercial shops, as well as the rehabilitation of the domes and 

the infrastructure that includes water, electricity, communications and sanitation 

networks.  

Noteworthy, the rehabilitation projects of Suq al-Saqatiyyeh by (AKDN) and Suq 

al-Khabiyyeh in Aleppo was subject to criticisms because of the building materials 

used and how it was restored, and whether they were in Compatible with the 

international charter of heritage protection, I will fully discus in details it in the next 

chapters. 

 

  

 

 
Suq al-Saqatiyyeh after restorations 

Photo: Souraya Zureick: July 1, 2019 
UNDP funding for rehabilitation of al-Mutannabi Street (al-Sijin street) 

Photo: Souraya Zureick: July 30, 2019 
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At the local level, there was a lack in expertise. With the withdrawal of the official 

competent agencies due to shortage in budget, the responsibilif the rehabilitation 

process was shifted ti the real estate owners or those occupying the properties. The 

efforts of the authorized agencies were confined to providing those carrying out the 

rehabilitation work with licenses and generic guidelines. there was no monitoring for 

the work on the ground. Accordingly, catastrophic violations were committed against 

the structures of the old city. 

in addition, as a result of the destruction of the old city's infrastructure and the 

displacement of its inhabitants, both internally and externally, due to the war, there 

has been no revival in its restoration, while very few of the owners of the damaged 

shops have taken the initiative to rebuild or repair their property in their own way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restoration of shops from al-Sweqa Axis 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, September 24, 2019 

Rebuilding  the Parcel No (1985), which was adjacent of Safa al-Kateb 

house, or maybe it was a part of it.  

Photo: Souraya Zureick, September 24, 2019 

A building behind the Khan al-Wazir 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, August 1, 2019 
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It is worth mentioning that a large number of historical buildings inside the old 

city are fully owned by the Ministry of Endowments (Awqafs), such as Mosques, 

Zawiyas, Takkiahs, and any commercial or health facilities that are associated with 

them, which were established for the purpose of spending on them. Or the Directorate 

of Religious Endowments which belongs to the family of the original owner of the 

endowment, but the Endowments (Awqafs) Administration is responsible for 

managing it. Because Endowments (Awqafs) Administration did not carry out the 

necessary restoration of archeological buildings on the ground citing lack of funding 

The Aleppo Waqfs Administration has created a solution for local community 

funding rehabilitation; Therefore, many engineers and construction contractors have 

moved to work on rebuilding religious buildings due to the physical and emotional 

support of the community. Although this experiment has saved some mosques from 

continuous collapse, However, they are not bound by the rules laid down in the 

heritage protection documents, the demolished sections were reconstructed, without 

the trouble of finding the original stones in the rubble. Their formal procedures are: 

It is customary to rehabilitate religious buildings in Aleppo by submitting a 

request to the Religious Endowments Administration (Awqafs), including his name 

and personal information and pledging the presence of a contractor and fund for the 

restoration under the name "At the expense of Charitable People". In this way, the 

Waqfs Administration is not responsible for the restoration expenses, its mission shall 

be limited to studying the request and laying down binding conditions on the 

contractor for the safety of execution procedures.  

The contractor (who is not required to be an engineer or expert of rehabilitations), 

but his restoration folder shall be signed by an engineer responsible for the works) 

shall submit his folder to the responsible directorate and shall place within it the items 

of the work to be carried out on the damaged building in accordance with his own 

study. After the initial approval of the Waqfs Administration (if the building is 

religious or family endowment), which can add new items to it or be left as it is, it is 

turned into the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) of Aleppo 

for study and approval (if the building was classified as a list of historical monuments 

and artifacts). The Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) asks 

one of its engineers to follow up on the matter and provide the appropriate response. 

The engineer in charge studies the building and adds some of the work to what was 

mentioned previously. The Directorate of the Old City of Aleppo will also be 

informed of these measures and will reveal the requirements of the building for 

restoration. After the joint approvals, the contractor will begin to provide the 

necessary implementation, and the departments of endowments, antiquities, 

museums, and the old city are committed to sending their engineers to monitor the 

implementation. 

It is noteworthy that contractors do all the work in accordance with their own 

experience and without monitoring the official authorities, which often causes more 

damage to the building than leaving it in its condition without repair. It is certain that 

when they do these works and spend a lot of money on them, their behavior is a result 

of good will, without being directed by anyone, they mostly do not have a background 

on the origins of the restoration, nor do they have international conventions that 

specify how to deal with the rehabilitation of archeological and historical facilities. 

It is noted that the work of the responsible directorates does not exceed the limits 

of administrative paper approvals and the establishment of conditions considered to 

be fairly general. Their mission shall cease at this point until the end of the work 

signed on the receipt record. 

When I ask about the lack of follow-up by the directorates concerned with the 

restoration’s work, the answer is always the great destruction that has befallen the old 

city in Aleppo, and the small number of engineers in the responsible directorates, in 

addition to their lack of expertise. Engineers from non-architectural specializations 

(civil, electrical, mechanical) are appointed in the restoration departments, without 

having any study or research backgrounds on dealing with the old city buildings. 

The disadvantage in the post-war rehabilitation of buildings in Aleppo, is that for 

them it is important to urgently rebuild their old pre-war appearance and non-

compliance with the traditional methods required in the preparation of material for 

restoration, their neglect to find seriously damaged parts of buildings before replacing 

them with whole new ones. This has had a negative impact on most of what has been 

restored or rebuilt in the past two years.  

There are many examples that were carried out after the end of the war inside and 

outside the “Suwayqat Ali”. Perhaps the most prominent of them are two experiences 

inside the neighborhood, the first is the rehabilitation of the Mosque of Haj Musa Al-

Amiri (AL-Kheir Mosque), which is being restored with the small loggers attached 

to it, and the rest of it, from Al-Narenjiyya Madrasa, which was removed with the 

construction of the road from the front of the Umayyad Mosque. The second is in 

Real Estate No. 1985, which is adjacent to the Safa Al-Katib house, and may have 

been part of it dividing into two separate properties is the best witness to what's going 

on now. 
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July 25, 2019 September 5, 2019 October 24, 2019 February 1, 2020 

A set of photos were was taken in successive periods, which documenting the reconstruction of the 

remaining part of  al-Naranjiya endowment which is adjacent to  Haj Musa al-Amiri Mosque 

Photos: Souraya Zureick 
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2- CURRENT ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAG 

MONUMENTS OF THE SUWAYQAT ALI 

NEIGHBORHOOD AFTER WAR (2012-2016) 

“The Burra Charter defines the basic principles and procedures to be followed 

in the conservation of  heritage places. 

• Preservation: Maintaining a place in its existing state and 

preventing further deterioration. 

• Restoration: Returning a place to a known earlier state earlier state 

by removing accretions or by reassembling existing elements without the 

introduction of new material. 

• Reconstruction: Returning a place to a known if there is sufficient 

evidence. and is distinguished from restoration by the introduction of new 

material. 

• Conservation: means all the processes of looking after a place so as 

to retain its meaning to people. It includes provision for the security of the 

place, its maintenance and its future, and is based on respect for the existing 

material (fabric) of the place and for its meaning to communities. 

"Burra Charter" 

 

Following the end of severe armed conflicts inside the Old City of Aleppo in December 

2016, it was evident that there was an urgent need to conduct an independent assessment of 

the damage inflicted on cultural heritage  during the conflict  and work quickly to urgent 

repair measures needed to prevent further damage or the collapse of buildings. 

Work to attempt the monitor cultural heritage is a daunting task, considering the extent 

of the damage in historic urban fabric and its Cultural heritage buildings which was 

characterized this destruction of Syrian heritage sites, specially inside the Old City of Aleppo, 

as "a greatest of the urban cultural catastrophe in the twenty-one century and the assessment 

of damage to historic buildings, especially after major disaster is an urgent need 

As the Syrian authorities37 failed to deliver a rapid action plan to respond to the damage 

of the old city, the cracked buildings continued to collapse imposing a threat to the lives and 

safety of the civilians living in the area. 

 

                                                           
37 - Ministries concerned with old cities (Ministry of Local Administration and Municipalities, 
Ministry of Endowments, Ministry of Culture) 

 

 

 

 

Khan al-Saboon (Özdemir) 

Photo: Souraya Zureick, July 31, 2019 
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2-1-Damages Analysis of Cultural Heritage Monuments of the 

Suwayqat Ali Neighborhood: 

 
During the armed conflict in the Old City of Aleppo, the main sources of 

information used to document what was happening were based on image data taken 

from: 

 

•Satellite images, taken for the benefit of international press agencies, or 

institutions concerned with the protection of world heritage and human rights. These 

were the most effective means of covering conflict areas, war damage, and 

monitoring the extent of the destruction of the old city. These pictures gave us a 

general idea of the nature and percentage of the damage affecting the historical 

buildings. But due to the specificity of ancient Arab cities, which are characterized 

by their narrow or roofed streets, the images gave us limited details of the destruction 

from the interior of the building. 

 

•Images from field journalists working for local or international news agencies. 

 

•Pictures taken from some residents of Aleppo as personal initiatives to 

document all the changes related to the city. These pictures were usually posted on 

social media outlets like Facebook, Instagram, and others. 

These images helped to assess the extent of damage to the archeological buildings 

in the Old City in general, without going into the details of the interior of each 

building because of the difficulty of accessing them. However, due to the massive 

scale of the destruction observed and the deteriorated humanitarian and 

archaeological conditions, on June 20, 2013, UNESCO added the site the world 

heritage sites at risk. 

 

● After the government retook Aleppo in December 2016, the Syria Trust for 

Development collaborated with Iconem, a French startup specializes in 3D 

documentation of heritage sites, to document the damage of the old city. Drone 

photographs taken by Iconem were used to create a digital 3D model of Old Aleppo 

that could guide the reconstruction process in the future. 

It is worth noting that this company used 4K Camera Drones in its operations, 

which are prohibited in Syria for security reasons. However, they gained a special 

permit to complete the work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A photo taken from (Google Maps) in (March 2020 A.D.), it was showing the 

severely damaged and heavy loss on the historical urban fabric of “Sweqat Ali” 

neighborhood, as a result of the bombing, and ongoing clashes. 

Left: Satellite image of Sweqat Ali at (1953) from Jean-Claude David. 

A digital rendering of Aleppo following the 2012 civil war in Syria ( 3-D models) , 

(Arab World Institute, Paris/Iconem  

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/take-walk-through-

these-war-torn-ancient-cities-180974289/ 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/take-walk-through-these-war-torn-ancient-cities-180974289/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/take-walk-through-these-war-torn-ancient-cities-180974289/


` 

 
36 

 

 

 



` 

 
37 

 

 

At the end of 2016, after the clashes in Old Aleppo ended, the United Nations 

Institute for Training and Research published a landmark report providing the first 

detailed account of the devastating damage to world heritage properties in the old city 

of Aleppo after years of armed conflict. Under the title "Aleppo, five years of 

conflict", in which they used previous sources of information, besides applying the 

scientific methodology for image analysis from the Operational Satellite Applications 

Program UNITAR and UNISAT with UNESCO cultural heritage experts, architects 

and archeologists to assess the damage to the city. Satellite imagery assessment of a 

total of 518 archeological sites, including the Citadel and the Great Umayyad Mosque 

in the city, showed that more than 10% of historic buildings in Aleppo had been 

destroyed and some buildings severely damaged.  

At the time of completing this report was published, it was challenging to access 

and study in details the archeological buildings. This report is therefore limited to 

assessing the general external condition of the archeological assets of the city. 

Therefore, it is necessary to re-study and analyze the data, especially considering the 

fact that the old city remains neglected three years after the end of the war in it. The 

authorities do not show serious endeavor to rehabilitate Old Aleppo, which did not 

encourage the return of the population. 

During the years of war, the city suffered a massive exodus of residents and 

business owners (internally and externally), which increased the deterioration of the 

old city. With the absence of basic infrastructure necessary for living, they are not 

encouraged to return. In addition, those who stayed inside Aleppo moved to live and 

work in the western neighborhoods, given the miserable conditions in their old 

neighborhoods and the lack of enough money to rehabilitate their homes and 

businesses.  

As a result to the aforementioned factors, in this research I depended on my 

documentary tours in the first place to document the damage caused to the Suwayqat 

Ali area after the war. Reports published by UNESCO, ASOR and news outlets, were 

among the sources I adopted to identify the main cause of the damage to archeological 

buildings inside the Suwayqat Ali area, such as, guided missile, artillery bombs, 

artillery shells, battlefield fighting.  Additionally, old cadastral plans for the Old City 

of Aleppo that go back to the last century were essential to my research, these plans 

include:  

- Cadastral plan for the seventh real estate area, which was published in 1937, 

during the French mandate over Syria, and which outlines horizontal plans for some 

of the archeological buildings within it. 

                                                           
38 -German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ) 

- Cadastral Plan for the Old City of Aleppo, which was published by the German 

researchers Heinz Gaube and Eugen Wirth in 1984, to be published in their significant 

documentary book “Aleppo”. 

- Cadastral plan for the old city of Aleppo, with the numbering of the real estate 

on it. This plan was conducted by the German Technical Cooperation Agency 

(GTZ)38, in cooperation with Directorate of the Old City of Aleppo. It was published 

on January 17, 2000. 

In addition, since June 2019, I was systematically collecting information and 

documents related to the condition of the cultural heritage of Suwayqat Ali of Aleppo, 

to use it in the damage assessment process, and to compare and analyze the 

information between them. This information includes: 

- The Book of Suwayqat Ali in Aleppo that includes architectural plans of the 

most important historic buildings in this neighborhood. I redrew it on the AutoCAD 

program to include it in the cadastral plan which was published in 2000. 

-Plans and pictures of the buildings under research in the last century, which were 

in the book of “Alep” by the French archeological and researcher Jean Sauvaget. 

- My photos archive which I captured during my field tours to Suwayqat Ali 

neighborhood and its distinguished historical buildings, since the beginning of this 

study in June 2019. The content of this archive exceeds 8,000 pictures. In addition, 

my old huge archive which I've collected over the years and I've used them in my 

previous studies and researches, and it includes architectural plans, my studies, 

thousands of images. 

-Photographs from Media pages, taken during and after the war in Old City of 

Aleppo, covering the period before the study was conducted. 

-Google maps 

-previously submitted plans by Architects who have studied some of the historical 

buildings within the studied area for restoration or re-use:  

1- AL-Matbakh al-Ajami, "Arcad engineering Consultancy" in (2010 by 

Architects: Majid Al Bain and Mazen Samman 

2- The Khan of Haj Musa al-Amiri al-Sawi (al-Kabir), which was documented on 

November 27, 2005, following the huge fire that affected him. The study was 

prepared by Architects: "Mohammed Nour Khoja" and "Roua Karsh". 
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3-Plans to document the current situation of the Mosque of Haj Musa al-Amiri 

(Al-Kheir Mosque) by the architect engineer “Jamal Khudur”. 

4-Plans to document the current situation of the Al-Mahmandar Mosque (Al-Qadi 

Mosque) by the architect engineer “Suleiman al- Ayoubi”. 

5-Plans for some historical buildings located within the studied area, which were 

documented by a group of students in the final year of the School of Architecture in 

Aleppo. 

It is worth noting that the comparative study of all previous existing plans has 

shown that there are, at varying rates, spatial differences.  

So I based on the last survey, which was submitted in 2000, and compared the 

plans with the plans of the book "Aleppo " for the historians Heinz Gaube and Eugen 

Wirth", with all the descriptions that were mentioned in the books of Arab and foreign 

historians, for correction, and adoption them in the details of the dimensions of the 

buildings. 

Through field documentary studies and damage surveys in the Suwayqat Ali area, 

it was found that severe damage was caused to the area by the heavy missiles and 

guided missiles and by the successive tunnel explosions, which caused huge losses 

in this neighborhood.  

Perhaps the most prominent of these buildings is the one located on Al-Mutanabbi 

street (al-Sijin street) which caused the destruction of Khan al-Tutun (al-Khan al-

Sagheer), and the adjacent Sayjur Mosque (Sanjar Mosque), this also caused major 

damage to the buildings of the Khan of Kurt-bey, al-Mahmandar Mosque and the 

House of Hasan Chalabi Zadah, all dating back to the Mamluk era.  

The severe damage for historical urban fabric of Suwayqat Ali requires rapid 

intervention, especially after the heavy rainfall of the past three years that has 

increased their deterioration. We saw the collapse of the Dome of Suq al-Saboon in 

March 2019, and the collapse of the upper part of the House of Hasan Chalabi Zadah 

which covers the alleyway of al-Qanayeh in August 2019. 

The next chapter will present a detailed study of each building separately, except 

for some of the sites that I could not access due to the accumulation of debris there. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper left: Collapse of the dome of al-Matbakh al-Ajami 

Upper right: collapse the dome of Qibliyyah  of al-Mihmendar Mosque   

Down left: Collapse the dome of Suq al-Saboon in march 2018 

Down right: Collapse the upper room of Haj Hasan Chalabi House in the end of August 

2019 

Photos: Souraya Zureick, September  2019 
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                Assessment Damages of the  Suwayqat Ali Neighborhood 

Modified by: Souraya Zureick after Cadastral (2000) of Directorate of the Old City of Aleppo & GTZ 

Assessment Damages of the  Suwayqat Ali Neighborhood  

Colors Guide of Damages 

 

Completely destroyed 

80% – 100% 

 

Severely damaged 

50% – 80% 

 

Moderately damaged 

30% - 50% 

 

Light Damage 

10% - 30% 

 

Possibly have  severely damages, couldn’t access into it 
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Name Plot 

No. 

Zone Location Area Date Centuries Style Period Client Present 

Owner 

Building 

Type 

Building 

Usage 

Percentage 

of 

Damage 

1 Al-Sahibiyya Madrasa 

(Al-Fustuq Mosque) 

3451 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

271 m²  1350 A.C. 14th Mamlūk The Judge Ahmad Ibn Jacob Al-

Saheb 

Awqaf 

Administrations 

Religious 

Madrasa 

Mosque 20% 

2 Takkiah of Aslan Dadah 
(Khanqah Al-Balat) 

3438 7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

563 m² 1115 A.C. 
1639 A.C. 

12th 
14th 

Ayyubid, 
Mamlūk, 

Ottoman 

- Shams Al-Khawas Loulou Al-
Khadem,  

- - Aslan Dadah 

Awqaf 
Administrations 

Religious Mosque 40% 

3 Coffee Shop of Aslan 

Dadah 

(Al-Jurduqiyyah 
Madrasa) 

3443 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

223 m² 1156 A.C. 12th 

14th 

17th 

Ayyubid, 

Mamlūk, 

Ottoman 

The Ayyubid prince: Izzuddīn 

Ǧardik al-Nūrī 

Private properties Religious 

Madrasa, 

Commercial 85% 

4 Khan Al-Wazir 3471 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

4800 m² 1682 A.C. 17th Ottoman The Ottoman governor of 

Aleppo, Qara Muhammad Pasha 

Private properties Commercial Commercial 20% 

5 Khan al-Kittan (khan al-

Saydeh) 

3467 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1185 m² 1070 – 1080 

A.C. 

11th Mirdasids  The wife of Mahmud bin Shibl al-

Dawla Nasr bin Salih bin Mirdas 

Private properties Commercial Commercial 10% 

6 Khan Khayer-bey 3458 7th  Suwayqat 
Ali 

2436 m² 1514 A.C. 16th 
 

Mamlūk  The Mamlūk Prince Khayer –bey   Commercial Commercial 30% 

7 Khan Al-Saboon ( 
Özdemir) 

2387 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

2300 m² 1493 A.C. 15th Mamlūk 
The Mamluk prince " Özdemir  

bin Mazid 

Awqaf 

Administrations 

Commercial Commercial 60% 

8 Suq Al-Saboon 
 

7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

     
Public Commercial Commercial 70% 

9 Hammam Al-Wasani , 
who is destroyed in 1945 

2328 /  
2329 /             

3905 

7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

655  m² 30th B. C. 
1965 

B.C. Unknown  - Unknown 
-  Haj Musa Al-Amiri 

- Al- Addas family (descendant of 

Haj Musa al-Amiri) 

Waqf of Haj 
Musa al-Amiri 

- Hammam 
- 

Commercial 

commercial 60% 

10 Madrasa Al-
Mansouriyyah 

3507 7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

1769 m² 1792 A.C. 18th Ottoman Sheikh Mansur bin Mustafa Awqaf 
Administrations 

Religious 
Madrasa 

Khan 40% 

11 Al-Matbakh Al-Ajami 2057 / 

2035 

7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

625 m² 1070 A.C. 

1260 A.C. 
1763 A.C 

11th 

13th 
18th 

Saljuk, 

Zinkied, 
Ayyubid, 

Mamlūk, 

Ottoman 

-Majd Al-Din Ibn al-Dayeh, The 

Zengid Prince  

- Al-Malik al-Ẓāhīr Ġāzī, Ayyubid 

Sultan 

- Ahmad ibn Jacob Al-Saheb, The 

Judge of Aleppo 

-  Khayer-Bey, The Mamlūk Prince  

-  Haj Musa Al-Amiri 

Tourism 

Administration 

Palace 

Residential 

Palace, 

textile 
atelier, 

warehouse, 

museum, 
restaurant 

70% 

12 Mosque of Haj Musa Al-

Amiri  (AL-Kheir 
Mosque) 

2047 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

767 m² 1762 A.C. 18th  Ottoman -  Haj Musa Al-Amiri  Awqaf 

Administrations 

Religious  Mosque 50% 

13 Major of Suwayqat Ali  7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

 From 
(333 B.C.) to 

the present 

 Ayyubid, 
Mamlūk, 

Ottoman 

 Pubic Commercial Commercial 50% 
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Name Plot No. Zone Location Plot area Date Centuries Style Period Client Present Owner Building 

Type 

Building 

Usage 

Percentage 

of 

Damage 

14 Waqf of Al-Narenjiyya 

Madrasa, Masjed Al-
Balat, Masjed Awn Al-

Din Ibn Al-Ujaymi, The 

Shafi’i Court 

2044 / 

2046 

7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

260 m² 

+ 19 m² 

1150 A.C. 12th Zenkied. 

Mamlūk, 
Ottoman 

Saiid  ibn Abdullah ibn Muhsen 

Ibn Saleh Ibn Ali Abu Al-Mansur 

Endowment 

Waqf  of 
Al-Jabiri family 

Religious Commercial 100% 

15 Khan Of Haj Musa Al-

Amiri Al-Sawi (Al- 

kabir) 

2349 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1535 m² 1747 A.C. 18th Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Awqaf 

Endowments 

Administrations 

Commercial Khan 35% 

16 House 2347 7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

180 m²   Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Awqaf 
Endowments 

Administrations 

 Residential 
house 

 

17 Stores near the Khan of 

Haj Musa Al-Amiri Al-

Sawi 

2348 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1543 m²  18th 

 

Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Awqaf 

Endowments 

Administrations 

Commercial   

18 Khan Haj Musa Al-

Amiri Al-Aw’waj 
(Irregular shape) 

1988 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1143 m²  18th Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Awqaf 

Endowments 
Administrations 

Commercial  70% 

19 House of Haj Hasan 
Jalabi 

1987 7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

641 m²  13th -15th 
18th 

 

Zengid/Mamlūk 
Ottoman 

-Banu Zuhra 
- Haj Hasan Jalabi, the father of 

Haj Musa Al-Amiri 

Private 
Properties 

Residential Residential 
house 

70 – 80% 

20 House of Haj Musa Al-

Amiri 

1986 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

819 m²   Zengid/Mamlūk 

Ottoman  

- Banu Zuhra 

- Haj Musa Al-Amiri 

Private 

Properties 

Residential Residential 

house 

70% 

21 House of Safa Al-Kateb 1984 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

460 m² 1835 A.C. 19th Zengid/Mamlūk 

Ottoman 

- Banu Zuhra 

-Mullah Yahya Al-Kateb 

Private 

Properties 

Residential Residential 

house 

60% 

22 Commercial Building 1985 7th Suwayqat 
Ali 

90 m²     Private 
Properties 

Commercial commercial 100% 

23 Khan of Kurt-bey 1983 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

3283 m² 1493 A.C. 15th Mamlūk,  

 

Ottoman 

- The Mamluk prince Özdemir 

Ibn Mazid Al-Ashrafi 

- Kurt –bey the son of Khusruv 
Pasha 

Private 

properties 

Commercial Commercial 

Khan with 

Coffee shop 

70% 

24 Khan al-Burtukal 3588 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1161 m²   Mamlūk   Private 

properties 

Commercial commercial  85% 

25 Zawia Jawshaniyyah   

(Al-Aksarawiyyah), 

Destroyed in  1945 
A.D. 

 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

 1346 A. C. 14th Mamlūk Haj Junayd ibn Omar Al-

Aksarawi 

 Religious   

26 Dlewati’s Mosque 2026 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

175 m²    Abu Bakr Al-Masri Al-Halabi 

Al-Sufi Al-Dlewati 

Awqaf 

Administrations 

Religious Mosque 40% 

27 Khan al-Tutun 1734 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

774 m² 

 

After 

1750 A.C. 

18th Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Awqaf 

Endowments 
Administrations 

Commercial Commercial 100% 
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Name Plot No. Zone Location Plot area Date Centuries Style Period Client Present Owner Building 

Type 

Building 

Usage 

Percentage of 

Damage 

28 Khan Istanbul 2105 7th Suwayqat 

Ali 

1082 m²   Ottoman Haj Musa Al-Amiri Private properties Commercial  60 % 

29 Sayjour Mosque,  
(Sanjar Mosque ) 

1733 7th Al-
Bandara 

101 m² 1407 A.C. 
1926 A.C. 

15th   Awqaf 
Administrations 

Religious Mosque 100% 

30 Al-Mehmendar  

Mosque 

3644 7th Al-

Bandara 

1135 m² 1310 -1325 

A.C. 

13th Mamlūk Al-Hasan Ibn Balaban Al-

Mehmendar, The judge of 

Aleppo  

Awqaf 

Administrations 

Religious Mosque 60% 

31 Al-Midmari Mosque 

(Al-Omari) 

3620 7th Al-

Bandara 

105 m² 637–661 

A.C. 

7th 

 

Early Islamic  The  Caliphate Omar Ibn Al-

Khattab 

 

Waqf 

Administrations 

Religious Mosque 20% 

32 Sankalar Mosque 1584 7th Al-

Bandara 

100 m² 1215 A.C. 13th  Ayyubid The Ayyubid Sultan Ghazi the 

son of Sultan Salah Ad-Din Al-
Ayoubi 

Awqaf 

Administrations 

Religious Mosque 10% 

33 Al-Shaabanniyya 
Madrasa 

3580 7th Al-Farafra 1850 m² 1805 A.C. 19th  Ottoman The Ottoman Tax Collector 
Office, Shaaban Agha Ibn 

Ahmad 

Awqaf 
Administrations 

Religious 
Madrasa 

Religious 
Madrasa 

10%  

34 Al-Othmaniyya 

Mosque 

(al-Madrasa al-
Ridaeyyah) 

3784 7th 

 

Al-

Bandara 

3656 m² 1730 18th Ottoman Othman Pasha Yagan, the 

Governor of Aleppo 

Waqf 

Administrations 

Religious 

Madrasa 

Religious 

Madrasa 

20% 

35 AL-Sayass Coffee 

Shop  

3637 7th Al-

Bandara 

328 m² 1310 - 1325 

A.C. 

13th Mamlūk The judge al-Hasan Ibn Balban 

al-Mahmandar 

Waqf 

Administrations 

Commercial Commercial 20% 

36 Al-Ujaymi Coffee 

Shop 

3720 7th Al-

Bandara 

145 m² 
  

Ottoman Khalisa Othman Afandi Private Properties Commercial Commercial 20 % 

37 Hammam Al-Qadi 1935 7th Al-
Bandara 

708 m² --  
1479 A.C.. 

12th  Ayyubid 
Mamlūk  

-Muhyyi Ad-Din ibn al-Adim 
- The Mamlūk Prince Al-

Ashraf al-Jamali ibn Rabee al-

Ashrafi 

Private Properties Residential Bath 60% 

38 Qaysaryyah al-
Mulkiyyah  

3722 7th Al-
Bandara 

1217 m² 
  

Ottoman Waqf Khalisa Othman Afandi 
 

Private 
properties  

Commercial 30% 

39 Suq al-Khabiyyeh  7th Al-

Bandara 

 -333 B.C. 4th B.C. Hellenistic 

Ayyubid 

Mamlūk 
Ottoman 

 
Public Commercial commercial 20 % 

40 Dar Jan Boulad 1711/1 7th  Al-

Bandara 

2310 m² 1550 A.C. 16th 

17th  

Mamlūk 

Ottoman 

-Jan Boulad, The governor of 

Aleppo 

- Al-Batrouni, The Judge of 
Aleppo  

- Hasan Al-Kawakibi, The 

Judge of Aleppo   

Ibrahim Phasha 

Family The 

descendant of 
Waqf of Hasan 

Kawakibi  and 

Princess Hassa al 
al-Sabah 

Residencial Residencial 60% 
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3- CURRENT SITUATIONS OF PRINCIPALS CULTURAL HEIRITAGE MONUMENTS OF THE SUWAYQAT ALI NEIGHBORHOOSuwayqat Ali neighborhood  

Monuments. Edited by Souraya Zureick after Cadastral (2000) 

 


